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ABSTRACT:

There are a large number of non-Muslim biographers who have studied the
biography of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). Some non-Muslims
have similar views on the biography, while others have different views, which
clearly shows a contradiction in their views. The most important weapon of
non-Muslim biographers in studying the biography is their critical attitude.
The aim of the critical attitude was to cast doubt on the religion of Muslims, so
that Muslims would hate their own religion. Non-Muslim biographers have
interpreted the state of revelation, which is a divine law for the human race, as
epileptic seizures, although this is a hypothetical assumption of theirs that has
been fabricated and has no basis in fact. Thus, the Prophet Muhammad (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) has been criticized for inventing a new
religion, for wanting to gain a special status for himself. Objecting to the
sources of knowledge of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him), the source of the Prophet’s teachings has been declared to be the
teachings of the Christians. He did not acquire his knowledge of religion from
the Christians. The Prophet’s prophethood has also been cast into doubt, and it
has been said that he had doubts about his being a messenger. Non-Muslim
biographers have also accused the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) of worshipping other than Allah, and that he gave a place to idolatry
in Islam. The religious matters in the biography of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) are of great importance. Objecting to them is like
demolishing the building of Islam, and these people did so to make Islam
doubtful, so that people would become disgusted with Islam and the Prophet of
Islam. In this discussion, the criticism of non-Muslim biographers on religious
matters related to the biography has been analyzed along with arguments.
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"The epilepsy, or falling sickness of Muhammed, is asserted by Theophanes, Zonaras

and the rest of the Greeks; and is greedily swallowed by the gross bigotry of

Hottinger,..Prideaux..and Maracci.. A
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5Gibbon, Edward, The decline and the fall of the Roman Empire, London, Dant & Sons, 1962, v ol. 5,p 270
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"His epileptic fits and absurd calumny of the Greeks would be an object of pity rather

than abhorrence."®
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"On some occasions at least there were physical accompaniments. He

would be gripped by a feeling of pain, and in his ear's there would be a

noise like the reverberation of a bell. Even on a very cold day the
bystanders would see great pearls of sweat on his forehead as the
revelation descended upon him. Such accounts led some western critics

to suggest that he had epilepsy, but there are no real grounds for such a

view. Epilepsy leads to physical and mental degeneration, and there are

no signs of that in Muhammad; on the contrary he was clearly in full
possession of his faculties to the very end of his life."’
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The decline and the fall of the Roman Empire, p: 270

7Watt, Montgomery, Muhammad Prophet and Statesman, Oxford University Press, Amen House, London, 1961,p1819
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"From these remarks we may conclude that, while some information regarding
Christianity may have been drawn from Christian slaves or Arabs, Mohammad gained
his chiefknowledge of Christianity from Syria."*’
j-u.'?&@//wGUX/EU}"UE&W:«L:J‘”f:ufgzyﬁafw,fujéfﬁlé'd;u,/}'w"
e VP b B el
:‘awgan;m}(l‘,g/}ﬁfjw Jj;ajunMékéljsiﬁ?dfw;d/@cjm
"Khadijah's cousin, Waragah b. Nawfal b. Asad, was a religious minded man who
eventually became a Christian. Khadijah had almost certainly come under his
influence, and Muhammad may have acquired something of the earnestness of his
outlook."*!
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20Marguliouth, David Samuel,Mohammad and the rise of Islam,G.P.putnam’s Sons New York/ London, 1905,p 9

21Watt, William Montgomery, Muhammad at Mecca, Oxford University Press Amer House, London, p 39
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"But the marriage also played a part in his spiritual development. Khadijah had a

cousin, Warqah, who had become a Christian, and who is said to have supported

Muhammad in his belief that he was receiving revelations similar to those of the Jews

and the Christians. It was to Khadijah too that Muhammad turned when in moments of

desolation he doubted his commission to be a prophet."**
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"It is not surprising that Muhammad is reported to have been assailed by fears and
doubts. There is evidence for this in the Quran as well as in the narratives of his life,
though it is not certain that at what period he received the Quranic assurances that God

had not forsaken him."*’
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"Up to his fortieth year Mohammad devoutly worshipped the gods of his fathers. The
predominance of his imaginative powers, and his peculiar position, gave him a turn for
religious meditation. He annually spent the month of Ramadhan in seclusion in a cave
of mount Hara, where the Qorayshites used to devote themselves to ascetic
exercises.”
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"Muhammad had actually received his supposedly divine message from human
sources — but there was no real trouble until Muhammad began to disparage the local
pagan gods. This was considered offensive. Even then the pagan showed great
willingness to compromise. They offered to make Muhammad a king, or to obtain
suitable medical treatment for his psychotic condition. Certainly on the one occasion
when Muhammad yielded to the temptation to allow the pagan god a place in his
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