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Abstract
This research undertakes a comparative study of two towering intellectual and spiritual figures of the Muslim
world — Allama Muhammad Igbal and Maulana Jalaluddin Rumi. Both thinkers, though centuries apart, share
deep roots in Persian literature, Islamic philosophy, and Sufism. The study explores how Igbal, the visionary
poet-philosopher of the 20th century, found intellectual and spiritual inspiration in the teachings and mystical
worldview of Rumi, whom he revered as his spiritual guide or Murshid. The research investigates the
philosophical underpinnings of their poetry, particularly their shared emphasis on selfhood (khudi), divine love,
and the evolution of the human soul. It also examines how both thinkers employed Persian as a vehicle for
expressing profound metaphysical and ethical insights. Through a comparative analysis of their poetry and
philosophical ideas, this study seeks to identify both the similarities and differences in their understanding of
spiritual development, divine reality, and the role of humanity in the cosmic order. The methodology adopted
includes textual analysis of primary Persian texts and critical interpretations by contemporary scholars. This
exploration contributes to a richer understanding of the intellectual continuity within Islamic thought, showing
how classical Sufi philosophy informed modern Muslim identity and resistance to colonialism, particularly in
Igbal's thought.Ultimately, this study highlights the enduring relevance of Rumi’s and Igbal’s ideas for
contemporary spiritual, ethical, and philosophical discourse in the Islamic world and beyond.
Keywords:lgbal, Rumi, Persian literature, Sufism, Islamic philosophy, selfhood, mysticism,

comparative study.
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“The Qur’an is a book which emphasizes ‘deed’ rather than ‘idea’. There is
no such thing as ‘salvation’ in Islam.”™
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! Igbal, Muhammad, The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam (Lahore: Sh.
Muhammad Ashraf, 1989), 6

2Rami, Jalal al-Din, Mathnawi-yi Ma ‘nawi (Tehran: Intisharat-i Amir Kabir, 1374 AH), 1: 23
*Riimi, Jalal al-Din, Mathnawi-yi Ma ‘nawi (Tehran: Intisharat-i Amir Kabir, 1374 AH), 2: 44
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"Igbal found in Rumi not just a poet but a visionary guide whose metaphysical
world-view provided the key to harmonize reason and intuition." °
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* Al-Qushiri, Aba al-Husain, Muslim ibn Hajjaj, Sahih Muslim (Nisha pur: Dar al Khilafa Al
llmiya, 1330 AH), 1: 2722

S Igbal, Muhammad, Kulliyat-e-Igbal: Farst (Lahore: Igbal Academy, 1981), 232

¢ Mahmiid, Khalid, Igbal and the Sufi Tradition (Lahore: Igbal Research Institute, 2002), 58
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"Riimi, Jalal al-Din, Mathnawi-yi Ma ‘nawi (Tehran: Intisharat-i Amir Kabir, 1374 AH), 1:
112

¢ Rami, Jalal al-Din, Mathnawi-yi Ma ‘nawt (Tehran: Intisharat-i Amir Kabir, 1374 AH), 2: 65
® Igbal, Muhammad, Bal-e-Jibril (Lahore: Igbal Academy, 1935), 122

1 Igbal, Muhammad, 4srar-e-Khudr (Lahore: Igbal Academy, 1915), 67
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“Both Rumi and Igbal utilize the concept of love to transcend rational
limitations, encouraging humanity to discover its divine potential through
inner transformation. L
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1 Sirat, Anas, Sufi Metaphysics in Rumi and Igbal (Karachi: University Publications, 2005),
102
2Riimi, Jalal al-Din, Mathnawi-yi Ma ‘nawi (Tehran: Intisharat-i Amir Kabir, 1374 AH), 1:
210

65



: ISSN P: 3006-1458
' o %" 4
4 e CONTEMPORARY JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE REVIEW
. CONTEMPORARY
& Wb V0l.03 No.02 (2025)
(,_lSSR SCIENCE REVIEW

1 e SIS AR et 2 S ST S e 2 D5 p L1507 3P £
-f,l.?,)

A6 HR )y 1T T

L/Cr",w%é;igjf Lnd #ip= 5 mure w S 5 i Hip e 7 mgjif’ N Sas

N
2B TT £y

144{50.} ladu)u“)l.a@;

“JLF N Gt b L F e s BT F 2
:u,?Z.Lzafduﬁiulu(f."wgi/ﬁyu/iu.?df%?d/@@fj’drzﬁ’&fmujlﬁfjuﬂfugédﬁi

wt_jﬁ;lehL éiffﬂb—'jd/

Bute 2Pt e guley

ujg/;“u"-’(""m‘};J/jﬁ‘%}ggg;,/éwg/;“ﬂh{d/us,; Hih 23S
b6 S d S e e (507 S dRET T U ZUBI

B I a1 e

U188t 36 2 (1 e Ko 3,0 b LJ?LL.,P” 47(}/ g2 (Unity of Being) 24 .
SNI VLW, Ny

:ujﬂu’u

355 S ol 13 32 s 42

393 u> s gale Jo oo

“16_u.'?}yJJ/JMU.'IJ:LO%:LQ:«:D:LL&{;V5/.@!;;2;2”
L“n;%gu?;KJ)?/;W/{:‘QWuﬁ/fﬁégkww&zygdﬁifLégmﬁ”K (Unity of Perception) s«”ie x5
—e by e U s § o et S5 on® uw/,wai’}'fbﬁl‘fL;Mumdgu_‘é

S/ i § 633Uy L ea s ot Filsan £ o J L itz 0525506 T Lo r £ JGi
e e Ly

2l i s

“Igbal admired the mysticism of Rumi but reshaped it in the mould of his own
philosophical vision, emphasizing will, movement, and action.” ol

3 ]gbal, Muhammad, 4srar-e-Khudr (Lahore: Igbal Academy, 1915), 39

“ Rumi, Jalal al-Din, Mathnawi-yi Ma ‘nawrt (Tehran: Intisharat-i Amir Kabir, 1374 AH), 3:
85

1 Igbal, Muhammad, Bal-e-Jibril (Lahore: Igbal Academy, 1935), 112

8 Riimi, Jalal al-Din, Mathnawi-yi Ma ‘nawi (Tehran: Intisharat-i Amir Kabir, 1374 AH), 2:
145

" Niyazi, Sayyid Nazir, Igbal’s Thought and Contemporary Philosophy (Lahore: Igbal
Academy, 1955), 87
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8 Rumi, Jalal al-Din, Mathnawi-yi Ma ‘nawt (Tehran: Intisharat-i Amir Kabir, 1374 AH), 4:
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1 Igbal, Muhammad, Bang-e-Dra (Lahore: Igbal Academy, 1924), 89
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2 Rami, Jalal al-Din, Mathnawi-yi Ma ‘nawi (Tehran: Intisharat-i Amir Kabir, 1374 AH), 2:
203

2 Igbal, Muhammad, Bang-e-Dra (Lahore: Igbal Academy, 1924), 89

2 Rami, Jalal al-Din, Mathnawi-yi Ma ‘nawi (Tehran: Intisharat-i Amir Kabir, 1374 AH), 6:
10

% Jgbal, Muhammad, 4srar-e-Khudr (Lahore: Igbal Academy, 1915), 54

% Riami, Jalal al-Din, Mathnawi-yi Ma ‘nawi (Tehran: Intisharat-i Amir Kabir, 1374 AH), 4:
201
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% Jgbal, Muhammad, Bal-e-Jibril (Lahore: Igbal Academy, 1935), 134
% Jgbal, Muhammad, Bang-e-Dara (Lahore: Igbal Academy, 1924), 132
" Igbal, Muhammad, Payam-e-Mashriq (Lahore: Igbal Academy, 1923), 68
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