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Abstract

This study explores the concept of religious freedom in an Islamic state through the lens of the Seerah
(biography) of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). Contrary to common misconceptions, the
Prophetic model provides a rich foundation for tolerance, coexistence, and the protection of minority rights. By
analyzing key events from the Prophet’s life—such as the Constitution of Medina, his interactions with non-
Muslim communities, and his policies towards religious minorities—this research highlights how the early
Islamic state recognized and safeguarded religious pluralism. The paper argues that the Seerah offers a
timeless ethical framework that emphasizes justice, mutual respect, and freedom of belief, laying a model for
modern Islamic governance in multicultural societies. This work contributes to contemporary discourse on
human rights and religious freedom by grounding it in classical Islamic sources and the lived example of the
Prophet.
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Article 18

1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This
right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and
freedom, either individually or in community with others and in public or private, to
manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching.
No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have or to
adopt a religion or belief of his choice.
Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations
as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health, or
morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.
The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of
parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to ensure the religious and moral
education of their children in conformity with their own convictions.(**)

V'tOfvrqq:Jrb‘,}@.;ﬁu}ﬂ]:g(?@:@d‘[rchjvw!g‘l2
Foor @8 Fet 37U cnlan bz b b
“ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. (Adopted and opened for signature,

ratification and accession by General Assembly resolution 2200A (XXI) of 16 December 1966 entry
into force 23 March 1976, in accordance with Article 49)
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Article 19
1.Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference.
2.Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom of
seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds regardless of frontiers, either
orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.
3.The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this article carries with it special
duties and responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall
only be such as are provided by law and are necessary:
(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others;

(b)For the protection of national security or of public order (Order public),or of public health
or morals.(*)
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Article 20
Any propaganda for war shall be prohibited by law.
Any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to
discrimination, hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law.(*°)
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' International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
'® International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
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Article 10-Freedom of expression
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include freedom to hold
opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas without interference by public
authority and regardless of frontiers. This article shall not prevent States from requiring the
licensing of broadcasting. Television or cinema enterprises.
2 The exercise of these freedoms, since it carries with it duties and responsibilities, may be
subject to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by law and
are necessary in a democratic society, in the interests of national security, territorial integrity
or public safety, for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or
morals, for the protection of the reputation or rights of others, for preventing the disclosure of
information received in confidence, or for maintaining the authority and impartiality of the
judiciary.(*")
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" Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights
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