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Abstract 
This study explores H.G. Wells’ The War of the Worlds (1897) through the lens of digital humanism as 

defined by  Martin Paul Eve and Jonathan Gray in Digital Humanities and Literary Studies (2022), 

analyzing how the novel critiques technological dominance, imperialism, and human fragility. Using a 

qualitative approach, this research examines how Wells anticipates contemporary debates on human 

personality, agency, and existence in an era of rapid technological convergence. The analysis focuses on 

the interplay between the Martians’ technological superiority and humanity’s struggle for identity and 

agency, bridging Victorian anxieties with contemporary concerns about technological progress and ethical 

innovation. By examining Martian technology as a symbol of imperialist, colonialist, and Social Darwinist 

ideologies, the study investigates its profound impact on human identity in the face of technological 

advancements. It further explores how the resilience of human existence, agency, and personality emerges 

under the pressures of technological dominance, offering insight into the broader implications of digital 

humanism. The collapse and reconstruction of societal norms in response to existential threats highlight 

the ways in which humanity reevaluates its place in the world, reshapes identity, and reclaims agency. 

Through close textual analysis, the paper argues that Wells presents a dualistic view of technology—both 

as an existential threat and a catalyst for human resilience. The Martian invasion serves as an allegory for 

colonial oppression and technological domination, mirroring contemporary ethical concerns surrounding 

technological advancements and ethical innovations .The findings suggest that The War of the Worlds 

offers a cautionary yet insightful reflection on the human condition, emphasizing that while technology may 

redefine human existence, it is ultimately human resilience and adaptability that determine survival. The 

study underscores Wells’ continued relevance in today’s world, highlighting the importance of ethical 

reflection, responsible innovation, and the preservation of human dignity in the digital age. 

Keywords: Digital humanism, technological dominance, human resilience, identity, existence, 

dehumanization, imperialism, colonialism, Social Darwinism. 

 

Introduction 

Literature has long reflected the anxieties and aspirations of society, yet the rise of technological 

advancements has reshaped how we define human identity. Technological progress has always 

been a defining aspect of human civilization, shaping societies, economies, and individual 

identities. However, as technological advancements accelerate, particularly in the realms of 

artificial intelligence, biotechnology, and digital automation, they raise urgent questions about the 

nature of human agency, autonomy, and survival. How do these advancements redefine what it 

means to be human? What are the ethical and existential implications of humanity's increasing 

mailto:Abuzar.eng@mul.edu.pk
mailto:waqas.eng@mul.edu.pk


CONTEMPORARY JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE REVIEW 

 

Vol.03 No.02 (2025) 

                    

 
 
 

421 
 

dependence on technology ? These concerns, though highly relevant today, were anticipated over 

a century ago in H.G. Wells’ The War of the Worlds (1898). Often considered a pioneering work in 

the science fiction genre, the novel serves as both an allegory and a speculative exploration of 

human fragility in the face of superior technological forces. While it was initially received as an 

adventure novel about alien invasion, modern interpretations reveal a profound engagement with 

themes of imperialism, scientific hubris, and the existential consequences of technological 

dominance. By applying a digital humanism perspective, this study critically examines how Wells’ 

novel addresses the tension between human identity and technological power, offering insights 

into contemporary debates on technological advancements , automation, and digital ethics. 

H.G. Wells was deeply influenced by the scientific developments and imperialist ideologies of his 

time. The late 19th century witnessed unprecedented technological growth, including 

advancements in warfare, transportation, and communication, which fueled both optimism and 

anxiety about the future of humanity. Wells, a trained biologist and a keen observer of scientific 

progress, infused his fiction with a critical awareness of the potential dangers posed by unchecked 

technological power. The War of the Worlds is a direct reflection of these anxieties. In the novel, 

humanity is confronted with a technologically superior alien race whose weapons far surpass 

anything human civilization can muster. The Martians' ruthless efficiency and their use of 

advanced war machines—such as the heat-ray and the tripod walkers—render human resistance 

futile, mirroring the real-world dynamics of colonial expansion, where technologically advanced 

European empires subjugated less developed societies. This parallel suggests that Wells was not 

only critiquing imperialism but also warning of a future in which technology could become an 

instrument of oppression, challenging the very notion of human autonomy. 

The theoretical framework of this study is grounded in digital humanism, a field that examines the 

relationship between technology and human identity, emphasizing the need to align technological 

advancements with human values. Digital humanism challenges the deterministic view that 

technology evolves independently of human control, instead arguing that ethical considerations 

must guide its development. Martin Paul Eve & Jonathan Gray’s Digital Humanities and Literary 

Studies (2022) provides a crucial lens through which to analyze Wells’ novel, particularly in 

understanding how technological dominance affects human agency. Eve’s work emphasizes the 

importance of critical engagement with digital technologies, warning against the passive 

acceptance of automation and AI-driven decision-making. This study applies digital humanism to 

explore how The War of the Worlds anticipates contemporary concerns about the loss of human 

control in an increasingly mechanized world. Just as Wells’ Martians reduce humans to mere 

subjects of their technological will, modern fears about AI and automation revolve around the 

potential erosion of human autonomy in favor of machine intelligence. 

One of the central themes in The War of the Worlds is the fragility of human identity in the face 

of overwhelming technological power. The novel repeatedly highlights the helplessness of 

individuals as they struggle to comprehend and resist the Martian invasion. The unnamed narrator, 

a rational and scientifically minded individual, finds himself powerless against the superior 

intelligence and technology of the invaders. His journey—from confident observer to desperate 

survivor—mirrors the broader existential crisis that humanity faces when confronted with forces 

beyond its control. This crisis is particularly relevant in the digital age, where artificial intelligence 

and machine learning systems are beginning to make decisions that were once the sole domain of 

human cognition. From automated surveillance to algorithmic governance, the increasing reliance 

on AI raises fundamental questions about human agency. If decisions about employment, 
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healthcare, and even criminal justice are delegated to machines, what remains of human 

individuality and self-determination? The War of the Worlds dramatizes this dilemma by depicting 

a world in which human agency is nearly extinguished by a technologically dominant force. 

Furthermore, the novel’s depiction of the Martians as cold, calculating beings who exploit their 

technological superiority without regard for ethical considerations serves as a critique of the 

dehumanizing effects of unchecked technological progress. Wells’ Martians are not evil in a 

conventional sense; rather, they operate with a purely mechanical efficiency, treating humans as 

mere resources to be harvested. This depiction resonates with modern concerns about the 

impersonal nature of artificial intelligence. The increasing use of AI in fields such as military 

strategy, corporate decision-making, and predictive policing raises ethical questions about the 

extent to which human lives should be subject to algorithmic control. Just as Wells’ Martians view 

humanity as expendable, there is a growing fear that AI-driven systems may prioritize efficiency 

over human dignity, leading to a loss of personal agency. 

Another critical aspect of The War of the Worlds is its commentary on imperialism, which provides 

a historical context for understanding the novel’s exploration of power dynamics. Scholars have 

long noted that the Martians’ invasion of Earth parallels the European colonization of Africa, India, 

and other regions. The novel’s famous opening lines—“Yet across the gulf of space, minds that 

are to our minds as ours are to those of the beasts that perish, intellects vast and cool and 

unsympathetic, regarded this earth with envious eyes, and slowly and surely drew their plans 

against us”—suggest that just as the Martians dehumanize humans, colonial powers dehumanized 

their subjects. This theme remains highly relevant in discussions of digital colonialism, where 

technology is used to exert control over populations. The rise of surveillance capitalism, the 

monopolization of digital infrastructure by tech giants, and the exploitation of user data all reflect 

a modern form of technological imperialism. The novel’s critique of colonial power structures thus 

extends beyond its historical context, offering insights into the ethical dilemmas of technological 

globalization. 

Additionally, The War of the Worlds offers a nuanced exploration of human resilience and 

adaptability in the face of technological oppression. Despite their initial helplessness, humans in 

the novel do not succumb entirely to despair. The narrator’s survival, along with the resilience of 

other characters such as the artilleryman and the narrator’s brother, suggests that while technology 

may threaten human agency, it does not eliminate it entirely. This theme is crucial in contemporary 

discussions of digital ethics. While AI and automation present challenges to human autonomy, 

they also provide opportunities for resistance and adaptation. Digital humanism advocates for the 

responsible development of technology that enhances rather than diminishes human agency. Just 

as Wells’ characters find ways to endure and reclaim their autonomy, modern society must seek 

to ensure that technological advancements align with human values. 

The War of the Worlds serves as a powerful allegory for contemporary anxieties about 

technological dominance, imperialism, and the fragility of human identity. By applying digital 

humanism as a theoretical framework, this study explores how Wells’ novel anticipates the ethical 

and existential challenges posed by artificial intelligence, automation, and digital surveillance. The 

Martians, as embodiments of unchecked technological power, highlight the dangers of a world in 

which human agency is subordinated to machine intelligence. At the same time, the novel’s 

depiction of human resilience suggests that technology, while a potential threat, can also be 

navigated and resisted. As we move deeper into the age of artificial intelligence and automation, 

The War of the Worlds remains a crucial text for understanding the evolving relationship between 
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technology and humanity. It challenges us to consider not only the risks posed by technological 

progress but also the ethical responsibility to ensure that it serves human interests rather than 

undermining them. In this way, Wells’ novel continues to offer vital lessons for the digital age, 

reminding us that while technology shapes the future, it is ultimately human agency that must 

define it. 

 

Research Objectives: 

• To analyze how Martian technology, as a representation of imperialist, colonialist, and 

Social Darwinist ideologies, challenges human identity in the face of technological 

advancements  in H.G. Wells’ The War of the Worlds. 

• To examine the resilience of  human existence ,agency and personality in the novel under 

the lens of digital humanism  in an age of technological dominance. 

• To explore how technological advancements force humanity to reevaluate it's place in the 

world, reshape it's identity, and reclaim agency through the collapse and reconstruction of 

societal norms in response to existential threats. 

Research Questions: 

• How does Martian technology, as a representation of imperialist, colonialist, and Social 

Darwinist ideologies, challenge human identity in the face of technological advancements 

in H.G. Wells’ The War of the Worlds? 

• How does the resilience of human existence ,agency and personality in the novel manifest 

under the lens of digital humanism in the age of technological dominance? 

• How do technological advancements force humanity to reevaluate it's place in the world, 

reshape it's identity, and reclaim agency through the collapse and reconstruction of societal 

norms in response to existential threats? 

Literature Review 

The discussion surrounding The War of the Worlds has evolved significantly over time, with 

scholars examining the novel from various perspectives, including technological determinism, 

imperialism, and human identity. However, recent advancements in digital humanism provide a 

fresh framework for understanding Wells’ work in the context of contemporary technological 

concerns. This literature review explores existing scholarship on The War of the Worlds, digital 

humanism, and the intersection of technology, identity, and agency, while also identifying research 

gaps that this study seeks to address. 

H.G. Wells’ The War of the Worlds has been widely analyzed for its critique of technological 

power and human vulnerability. Early interpretations of the novel, such as those by Patrick 

Parrinder (2000) and Brian Aldiss (1973), focus on its role in the evolution of science fiction as a 

genre that speculates on the future of human civilization. These scholars argue that Wells' depiction 

of Martian technology reflects 19th-century anxieties about industrialization and the 

mechanization of war. However, their studies do not extensively consider how modern 

technological advancements—such as artificial intelligence (AI) and digital automation—parallel 

Wells’ concerns. 

Martians—reflects the era’s ambivalence toward progress and the potential dangers of unchecked 

technological development. Critics of Wells’ work, such as Brian Aldiss and Isaac Asimov, have 

noted how his exploration of this theme laid the groundwork for many subsequent works in science 

fiction that question the relationship between humanity and technology, such as the dystopian 

visions found in Brave New World by Aldous Huxley and 1984 by George Orwell . The novel's 
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legacy is also evident in the many modern adaptations that reflect contemporary fears about 

technological domination, alien invasion, and humanity's struggle for survival in an increasingly 

interconnected world. In particular, works like Independence Day (1996) and the Matrix series 

(1999) continue to explore similar themes of human resistance against superior forces, showcasing 

Wells’ lasting influence on the science fiction genre. 

In the years since its publication, The War of the Worlds has been reassessed by critics and 

scholars, many of whom have recognized the depth of its political and philosophical themes. Some 

modern critics argue that the novel is not just a science fiction story about alien invasion, but also 

an exploration of humanity’s vulnerability in the face of changing power dynamics. In particular, 

the novel has been studied in the context of colonialism, where the Martians’ invasion is viewed 

as a metaphor for the way imperial powers imposed their will on colonized populations. This 

perspective is particularly relevant today, as discussions about the lingering effects of colonialism 

and the ethics of interventionism continue to dominate global political discourse. 

In addition to its political themes, The War of the Worlds has been analyzed for its treatment of 

technology. Scholars like Brian Aldiss and Jameson Gray have noted that the novel is part of a 

broader cultural dialogue about the potential dangers of technological progress, a theme that 

resonates today as we grapple with issues such as AI, biotechnology, and the digital surveillance 

state. Wells’ novel serves as a warning about the unintended consequences of technological 

advancement, urging readers to consider the ethical implications of progress and the need for 

responsible innovation. 

More recent analyses have shifted toward understanding Wells’ work in the context of 

technological ethics. Gray and Eve (2022) in Digital Humanities and Literary Studies argue that 

literature plays a crucial role in shaping our perceptions of technology. They suggest that The War 

of the Worlds offers an early critique of technological dominance, one that remains relevant in an 

era of rapid AI development. Their work highlights how Wells’ portrayal of human fragility in the 

face of superior Martian intelligence can be linked to contemporary debates about automation, 

digital surveillance, and loss of human agency. However, while their study provides a strong 

foundation for digital humanism’s role in literary analysis, it does not fully explore how The War 

of the Worlds can inform modern ethical debates on AI and its impact on identity. 

Digital humanism, as a theoretical framework, examines how technology shapes human existence, 

particularly in terms of autonomy and self-determination. Scholars such as Martin Paul Eve (2022) 

emphasize the need to balance technological progress with ethical considerations, arguing that 

unchecked technological power can erode human agency. Wells’ novel, though written in the late 

19th century, presents a similar concern—human characters struggle to maintain control over their 

fate as they face an overpowering technological force. 

Some scholars have explored Wells’ treatment of human agency in the face of technology. For 

example, David Seed (2005) discusses the contrast between the Martians' cold, machine-like 

efficiency and humanity’s emotional, chaotic response. He argues that Wells anticipates 

contemporary fears about AI’s potential to surpass human intelligence. While this analysis is 

insightful, it does not explicitly frame The War of the Worlds within digital humanism, leaving 

room for further research on how the novel aligns with modern concerns about AI ethics, human-

machine interactions, and the philosophical implications of technological dependency. 

A significant body of literature examines The War of the Worlds as an allegory for imperialism. 

Edward Said (1993) and John Rieder (2008) argue that the novel mirrors European colonial 

attitudes, with the Martians representing a technologically superior force imposing dominance 
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over weaker populations. Scholars have drawn parallels between the Martians’ invasion of Earth 

and Britain’s colonization of various territories, reinforcing the novel’s critique of imperialist 

ideology. 

More recent studies have expanded on this idea by linking Wells’ critique of colonialism to 

contemporary discussions of digital colonialism. Jameson Gray (2022) suggests that modern 

technological dominance—whether through corporate surveillance, AI-driven decision-making, 

or digital capitalism—mirrors the structures of colonial exploitation. This perspective situates The 

War of the Worlds within current debates on technological imperialism, where corporations and 

governments use AI to exert control over populations. However, while these studies successfully 

connect Wells’ novel to broader historical and political contexts, they often overlook how digital 

humanism can provide a more nuanced interpretation of technological power and resistance. 

While existing literature provides valuable insights into Wells’ critique of imperialism and 

technological dominance, several gaps remain. First, there is limited scholarship that directly 

connects The War of the Worlds to digital humanism. Most studies focus on either the novel’s 

imperialist themes or its warnings about technology, but few integrate these discussions within a 

digital humanist framework. This study aims to bridge that gap by exploring how Wells’ narrative 

anticipates contemporary debates on AI ethics, digital surveillance, and human autonomy. 

Second, while scholars like Eve (2022) and Gray (2022) discuss the impact of technology on 

identity, their analyses remain largely theoretical. There is a lack of detailed textual engagement 

with The War of the Worlds that connects Wells’ specific narrative choices to digital humanism’s 

principles. This research will fill that gap by providing a close reading of the novel, analyzing key 

passages that illustrate the tension between human agency and technological control. 

Lastly, much of the existing scholarship focuses on Wells’ critique of past or present imperialist 

systems but does not sufficiently address how digital technology creates new forms of imperial 

control. This study will extend the discussion by examining how digital colonialism—through AI, 

automation, and surveillance capitalism—mirrors the Martian domination of humanity. 

The literature on The War of the Worlds has extensively explored its themes of imperialism, 

technological power, and human resilience. However, there is still room for further research, 

particularly in applying digital humanism to Wells’ narrative. By synthesizing insights from 

literary studies, digital humanities, and technology ethics, this research will contribute a new 

perspective on how The War of the Worlds remains relevant in an age of rapid technological 

change. 

This study aims to demonstrate that Wells’ novel is not just a story about alien invasion but a 

profound exploration of the human condition in the face of overwhelming technological power. 

As AI and automation continue to reshape society, revisiting The War of the Worlds through the 

lens of digital humanism can help us understand how literature offers both warnings and 

possibilities for navigating an uncertain technological future. 

Analysis 

H.G. Wells’ The War of the Worlds presents Martian technology as a manifestation of imperialist, 

colonialist, and Social Darwinist ideologies, challenging human identity in the face of 

technological advancements. The Martians' superior machinery and war tactics symbolize the 

dehumanizing force of unchecked technological power, much like European imperialists wielded 

advanced weaponry and industrial capabilities to dominate weaker civilizations. This analysis 

explores how Wells constructs Martian technology as an instrument of imperial subjugation, 
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reflecting 19th-century anxieties about colonial violence while also prefiguring contemporary 

concerns about technological supremacy and its implications for human identity and agency. 

One of Wells’ most powerful critiques is his inversion of imperialist narratives, placing humans in 

the role of the colonized. The Martians reflect European colonizers who justified their conquests 

using Social Darwinist arguments. The narrator explicitly compares human suffering to colonial 

genocides. The Martians view humans as inferior beings, much like European colonizers viewed 

the inhabitants of Africa and Asia: “And before we judge of them too harshly, we must remember 

what ruthless and utter destruction our own species has wrought ….but upon its own inferior 

races." (Wells, 1898, p. 4). This suggests that technological superiority does not equate to moral 

superiority. This explicitly draws parallels between Martian conquest and historical colonization, 

challenging the notion of technological dominance as a justification for subjugation. 

The Martians, with their superior machines, reflect a post-Darwinian nightmare, where the weak 

(humans) are exterminated without moral consideration: "The Tasmanians, in spite of their human 

likeness, were entirely swept out of existence in a war of extermination waged by European 

immigrants" (Wells, 1898, p. 5). This parallels fears of technological determinism—the idea that 

technology develops autonomously, beyond human control, much like AI today. Wells' Martian 

invasion mirrors British colonial tactics, portraying humans as the colonized subjects: “We men, 

the creatures who inhabit this earth, must be to them at least as alien and lowly as are the monkeys 

and lemurs to us" (Wells, 1898, p. 4). This inversion of colonial power dynamics critiques 

European imperial arrogance, revealing the ethical consequences of technological superiority. 

Wells’ depiction of the Martian invasion mirrors historical instances of European colonial 

expansion. The Martians, with their Heat-Ray, Tripods, and poisonous black smoke, demonstrate 

an overwhelming technological superiority that renders human resistance futile. This dynamic 

parallels the way European imperialists used firearms, steam-powered ships, and other 

technological innovations to subjugate indigenous populations. The narrator of the novel directly 

acknowledges this parallel when he reflects on humanity’s helplessness: "We men, with our 

bicycles and road-skates, our Lilienthal soaring machines, our guns and sticks and so forth, are 

just in the beginning of the evolution that the Martians have worked out. They have become 

practically mere brains, wearing different bodies according to their needs" (Wells, 1898, p. 214). 

This passage highlights how technological advancements not only define the power hierarchy 

between the Martians and humans but also reinforce the idea that superior technology leads to 

dominance. Much like European colonizers saw themselves as more "advanced" than the 

indigenous peoples they conquered, the Martians treat humanity as an inferior species, justifying 

their invasion as a natural progression of evolution. 

Scholars such as Edward Said (1993) and John Rieder (2008) have argued that The War of the 

Worlds serves as an allegory for British imperialism. Said’s concept of "Orientalism" is 

particularly relevant here, as the Martians embody the colonial mindset that views the "other" as a 

resource to be exploited rather than an entity with inherent rights. Rieder further extends this 

argument, suggesting that Wells critiques not just the actions of imperialists but the very ideology 

that underpins them—the belief that technological and scientific superiority grants moral 

legitimacy to conquest. The study also engages with Social Darwinist thought, a prevalent ideology 

in the late 19th century that applied Charles Darwin’s theories of natural selection to human 

societies. Social Darwinism was often used to justify imperialist expansion, as it suggested that 

"superior" races or civilizations were destined to dominate "weaker" ones. The Martians, in this 
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sense, function as the ultimate Social Darwinists—cold, efficient, and devoid of empathy, they see 

humanity as nothing more than a lesser species to be eradicated or exploited. 

Wells reinforces this theme through the narrator’s observations of the Martians’ ruthlessness:  

“They do not seem to have aimed at extermination so much as at complete demoralization and the 

destruction of any opposition." (Wells, 1898, p. 174). This methodical approach to conquest echoes 

the systematic nature of European colonial expansion, where military superiority was used not just 

to kill but to impose psychological and cultural dominance. The Martians' use of humans as a food 

source further dehumanizes their victims, reducing them to mere biological material rather than 

sentient beings. Brian Aldiss (1973) and Patrick Parrinder (2000) have analyzed how The War of 

the Worlds engages with Darwinian themes, particularly in its portrayal of survival and adaptation. 

However, these scholars focus primarily on the biological aspect of the novel’s themes rather than 

their social and political implications. This study extends their arguments by positioning Martian 

technology as a literalization of Social Darwinist ideology—an embodiment of the belief that 

technological superiority grants the right to rule. 

One of the most profound consequences of Martian technological supremacy is the erosion of 

human identity. In the face of an enemy that does not recognize human dignity or autonomy, 

humanity itself begins to fragment. The novel portrays various human responses to the invasion—

some characters descend into despair, others attempt futile resistance, and a few, like the 

artilleryman, propose radical adaptations to survive in a world dominated by Martian rule. The 

artilleryman, in particular, offers a vision of humanity’s future under Martian control:  “We have 

to invent a sort of life where men can live and breed, and be sufficiently secure to bring the children 

up." (Wells, 1898, p. 262). This passage underscores the extent to which human identity must be 

redefined in response to technological oppression. The artilleryman’s vision of a subterranean 

existence, where humans adopt a "second-class" status in the shadow of Martian rule, illustrates 

the novel’s central question: when faced with a force that renders traditional human identity 

obsolete, what does it mean to be human? 

Martin Paul Eve (2022) and Jameson Gray (2022) argue that The War of the Worlds anticipates 

contemporary concerns about digital automation and AI dominance. In the digital age, as machines 

increasingly surpass human capabilities in various fields, the novel’s warning about the loss of 

identity under technological supremacy remains highly relevant. This study builds on their 

arguments by showing how Wells’ portrayal of Martian technology functions as a critique of 

technological determinism—the idea that technological progress is inevitable and always 

beneficial. 

Through the lens of digital humanism, The War of the Worlds serves as a cautionary tale about the 

dangers of unchecked technological power. The Martians, as embodiments of imperialist, 

colonialist, and Social Darwinist ideologies, use their superior technology to strip humanity of its 

agency, reducing people to mere obstacles in their path. Wells critiques not only the mechanisms 

of colonial violence but also the philosophical justifications behind it, drawing parallels between 

the Martians' conquest of Earth and the technological imperialism of his time. 

This study’s findings suggest that Wells’ novel remains a crucial text for understanding modern 

anxieties about technology. As AI, automation, and digital surveillance continue to reshape 

society, The War of the Worlds challenges us to question whether technological superiority should 

equate to dominance and what it means to maintain human identity in an era of unprecedented 

technological advancement. 
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Analysis 

H.G. Wells’ The War of the Worlds explores the resilience of human existence, agency, and 

personality in the face of overwhelming technological dominance. The Martians’ invasion, 

characterized by their superior war machines and ruthless efficiency, initially reduces humanity to 

a state of helplessness. However, the novel also portrays moments of resistance, adaptability, and 

survival, demonstrating how human agency persists even under the most oppressive conditions. 

From a digital humanist perspective, Wells’ depiction of human resilience highlights the ongoing 

struggle to maintain autonomy and self-determination in the face of technological forces that 

threaten to render humanity obsolete. This study examines how Wells portrays human endurance 

in three key ways: (1) the psychological and physical survival of individuals, (2) the persistence 

of human agency and moral choice, and (3) the novel’s alignment with digital humanist concerns 

regarding autonomy in a world increasingly shaped by technology. 

The novel’s narrator undergoes significant psychological transformations as he grapples with the 

overwhelming power of Martian technology. Initially, he exhibits confidence in human 

superiority: “It never was a war, any more than there’s war between men and ants." (Wells, 1898, 

p. 254). This statement reflects an anthropocentric worldview—the belief that humanity’s 

intelligence and achievements make it inherently superior. However, as the invasion unfolds, his 

sense of self collapses, and he experiences existential dread. This mirrors modern anxieties about 

AI surpassing human intelligence, raising the question: What happens to human identity when 

technology becomes the dominant force?The Martians are characterized by their cold, calculating 

use of technology, which strips humanity of its autonomy: “Slain, after all man's devices had failed, 

by the humblest things that God, in his wisdom, has put upon this earth" (Wells, 1898, p. 282 ). 

Here, Wells implies that technology alone does not ensure dominance—biological resilience 

remains crucial. This challenges modern techno-determinism, which assumes that AI and robotics 

will inevitably surpass human control. 

Fear and disorientation define humanity’s response to the invasion. The heat-ray, a weapon far 

beyond human technology, instills terror in the narrator :“Death is coming ! Death !”.(Wells,1898, 

p.  95) “The Martians are able to slay men, so swiftly and so silently.”(Wells, 1898, p. 39) The 

panic and chaos that ensue highlight the fragility of human civilization in the face of technological 

dominance. Similarly, modern fears about artificial intelligence, surveillance, and automation 

reflect anxieties about losing control over the systems humans have created. 

One of the central tensions in The War of the Worlds is the apparent helplessness of humans against 

Martian technology. Throughout The War of the Worlds, Wells contrasts human fragility with 

Martian technological superiority. The novel repeatedly illustrates the devastation wrought by the 

Heat-Ray, the black smoke, and the Tripods, emphasizing that traditional human weapons and 

strategies are powerless against such forces. However, despite the Martians overwhelming 

destruction, individual characters exhibit remarkable adaptability and determination to survive in 

various ways. The artilleryman, for example, proposes a vision of underground resistance, 

believing that humanity can endure by adapting to new circumstances. His determination reflects 

the persistence of human will, even when direct confrontation with superior technology seems 

futile. 

 The narrator’s own journey serves as a testament to human resilience. His survival is not based 

on strength or advanced knowledge but rather on his ability to adapt, hide, and persevere through 

the catastrophe. His escape from various Martian encounters illustrates how survival itself 

becomes an act of resistance against technological dominance. Wells captures this sentiment in the 
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following passage: “I was fierce with fear." (Wells, 1898, p. 231). This moment reveals how fear 

and desperation do not completely strip the narrator of his will to live. Instead, these emotions fuel 

his instinct to endure, reinforcing the idea that human existence is defined not by technological 

prowess but by the ability to persist in the face of existential threats. 

From a digital humanist perspective, this struggle reflects modern anxieties about artificial 

intelligence and automation. As machines increasingly outperform humans in various domains, 

concerns about obsolescence and displacement have grown. Martin Paul Eve (2022) argues that 

literature offers a critical space to explore these fears, emphasizing that human resilience lies in 

adaptability rather than direct technological competition. The narrator’s survival in The War of the 

Worlds echoes this notion, suggesting that human identity is not solely defined by technological 

advancement but also by emotional, psychological, and intellectual endurance. 

The collapse of societal structures in The War of the Worlds forces individuals to confront their 

own identities in a radically altered world. The narrator, initially a rational and passive observer, 

undergoes a profound transformation as he navigates destruction, isolation, and existential 

dread.Wells depicts the psychological impact of technological catastrophe, showing how 

individuals react differently to crisis. Some, like the curate, descend into hysteria, unable to process 

the loss of familiar structures: “We have sinned, we have fallen short.” (Wells, 1898, p. 229). 

Others, like the artilleryman, embrace a survivalist mindset, adapting to the new reality. The 

narrator himself oscillates between despair and determination, ultimately emerging as a witness to 

humanity’s endurance. His resilience underscores the adaptability of human personality when 

confronted with overwhelming change. 

Digital humanism considers adaptability a crucial factor in navigating technological 

transformations. As AI and automation redefine work, communication, and identity, societies must 

cultivate the ability to adjust without losing fundamental human values. Wells’ portrayal of 

resilience in the face of technological domination serves as a reminder that, while external 

conditions may shift, the core aspects of human personality—curiosity, ingenuity, and emotional 

depth—remain essential for survival. 

Despite the seemingly total domination of the Martians, The War of the Worlds portrays human 

agency as an enduring force. Characters continue to make choices that assert their independence, 

even when faced with insurmountable odds. The most striking example of this is the contrast 

between the narrator and the curate, who represents the psychological collapse of agency. The 

curate’s inability to cope with the crisis leads to hysteria and irrational behavior, while the narrator 

actively works to navigate the crisis: “He was as lacking in restraint as a silly woman. He would 

weep for hours together, and I verily believe that to the very end this spoilt child of life thought 

his weak tears efficacious.” (Wells, 1898, p. 218). This passage demonstrates how agency is not 

simply the ability to act but also the capacity to maintain rationality and purpose in extreme 

conditions. The curate’s breakdown serves as a cautionary contrast to the narrator’s adaptability, 

reinforcing the idea that agency persists through resilience and decision-making. 

Another striking example of human agency is the artilleryman’s vision of an underground 

resistance. Though his plan is ultimately flawed, his belief in humanity’s ability to rebuild society 

in secret reflects an assertion of agency against technological oppression. This passage aligns with 

contemporary discussions of digital resistance—how individuals and communities attempt to 

reclaim autonomy in an era of pervasive surveillance, artificial intelligence, and algorithmic 

control. Just as the artilleryman envisions a future where humans can resist Martian rule through 
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adaptation, today’s digital humanist scholars emphasize the importance of ethical frameworks and 

human-centered technology to resist dehumanization in the digital age (Eve, 2022; Gray, 2022). 

Wells’ novel highlights not only physical survival but also the survival of human dignity and self-

determination. The Martians seek to control and consume humanity, reducing individuals to mere 

biological resources. Yet, human resistance is not just about physical survival—it is about 

preserving the essence of what it means to be human. “It never was a war, any more than there’s 

war between man and ants.” (Wells, 1898, p. 254). This dehumanizing perspective, expressed by 

the narrator, reflects the dangers of technological systems that operate without ethical 

considerations. Digital humanists warn against the rise of AI-driven governance, surveillance 

capitalism, and algorithmic bias, all of which risk stripping individuals of autonomy. Wells’ 

narrative aligns with these concerns, urging societies to critically examine the role of technology 

in shaping human existence. 

By the novel’s end, humanity is not only physically spared by the Martians’ unexpected demise 

but also reaffirms its agency through survival, adaptation, and reflection. The story suggests that 

resilience is not just about enduring technological threats but about asserting the irreplaceable 

value of human experience. Ultimately, The War of the Worlds concludes not with a grand human 

victory, but with an unexpected collapse of Martian dominance due to biological factors. The 

Martians, for all their technological superiority, are ultimately defeated by Earth’s simplest 

lifeforms—bacteria. Wells’ message is clear: technological power alone does not guarantee 

survival. Human identity, resilience, and adaptability ultimately outlast the artificial constructs of 

imperialist and technological control. 

This moment is particularly significant from a digital humanist perspective. The novel’s 

conclusion suggests that while technology may dominate for a time, human existence is rooted in 

deeper, more organic systems of survival and adaptation. Wells reinforces this point in the final 

reflections of the narrator: "Surely, if we have learnt nothing else, this war has taught us pity—

pity for those witless souls that suffer our dominion." (Wells, 1898, p. 249). This line reframes the 

human-Martian dynamic within the broader context of imperialism, highlighting that survival 

should not lead to the repetition of oppressive cycles. Instead, it calls for a reevaluation of identity 

and morality in the aftermath of crisis. 

Jameson Gray (2022) argues that this ending can be interpreted as a critique of contemporary 

technological determinism—the belief that technology dictates human progress without ethical 

considerations. The Martians' downfall serves as a warning that technology alone is not enough to 

ensure the continuation of a civilization; moral, ethical, and biological realities remain central to 

human existence. This idea resonates with modern debates about artificial intelligence, where 

scholars emphasize that ethical frameworks must accompany technological advancements to 

preserve human agency and dignity (Eve, 2022). 

The resilience of human existence, agency, and personality in The War of the Worlds challenges 

the notion that technological superiority equates to absolute control. While the Martians’ invasion 

initially reduces humanity to a state of helplessness, the novel ultimately demonstrates that 

resilience manifests through survival, moral choice, and the reassertion of identity. From a digital 

humanist perspective, Wells’ portrayal of human endurance serves as a critical reflection on 

contemporary concerns regarding artificial intelligence, automation, and digital surveillance. 

This study’s findings suggest that Wells’ novel remains a powerful exploration of the human 

condition in an era of technological dominance. As AI and automation continue to reshape society, 

The War of the Worlds offers a valuable framework for understanding how human agency persists, 
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adapts, and ultimately reclaims its place in a technologically complex world. Wells’ vision is not 

one of unchallenged technological rule, but rather one where humanity, through resilience and 

ethical reflection, asserts its continued existence and moral autonomy. 

Analysis 

H.G. Wells’ The War of the Worlds illustrates how humanity is compelled to confront its 

vulnerabilities, reassess its place in the world, and reclaim agency in response to an existential 

technological threat. The sudden and overwhelming invasion by the Martians not only threatens 

human survival but also dismantles societal structures, forcing individuals and communities to 

reconstruct their identities and redefine their roles in a changed world. This study examines (1) the 

forced reevaluation of human superiority and identity, (2) the collapse and transformation of 

societal norms in response to technological upheaval, and (3) the reclamation of agency through 

adaptation and resistance, all viewed through the lens of digital humanism. 

Before the Martian invasion, human civilization in Wells’ novel operates under the assumption of 

superiority—technologically, intellectually, and evolutionarily. This confidence is shattered as 

humanity finds itself utterly defenseless against an advanced extraterrestrial force. The initial 

disbelief in the face of the Martian threat reflects this deeply ingrained sense of dominance: “It 

seemed so safe and tranquil.” (Wells, 1898, p. 11) However, as the Martians systematically 

dismantle human resistance, people are forced to reassess their perceived place in the natural order. 

The narrator explicitly compares humanity’s situation to that of colonized peoples who suffered 

under imperialist expansion. The initial reaction to the Martians is disbelief, as people struggle to 

comprehend technology beyond their understanding: “Few people realize the immensity of 

vacancy in which the dust of the material universe swims" (Wells, 1898, p. 8). This passage 

highlights the insignificance of human achievements when confronted with superior 

extraterrestrial technology, echoing contemporary fears about AI surpassing human intelligence. 

Digital humanism questions whether individuals can maintain autonomy in a world increasingly 

governed by algorithms. The artilleryman, a character who initially advocates human resistance, 

ultimately succumbs to passivity: “Life is real again, and the useless and cumbersome and 

mischievous have to die. They ought to die. They ought to be willing to die." (Wells, 1898, p. 263) 

His transformation from a hopeful survivor to a nihilistic fatalist mirrors modern concerns about 

digital disenfranchisement—where individuals feel powerless in the face of technological systems 

that determine their future. The Martians’ technological superiority reduces humans to “ants in a 

hill,” stripping them of their perceived dominance. The narrator’s existential crisis reflects this 

inversion: “I was no longer a master, but an animal among the animals, under the Martian 

heel….the fear and empire of man had passed away” (Wells, 1898, p. 241). This dehumanization 

parallels modern fears of AI displacement, where humans are rendered obsolete by automation. 

This moment of self-awareness mirrors contemporary discussions in digital humanism, which 

argue that rapid technological advancements—such as artificial intelligence, automation, and 

digital surveillance—demand a fundamental reevaluation of what it means to be human. Just as 

Wells’ characters must redefine their identity in response to Martian technology, modern societies 

must grapple with how digital transformation reshapes human agency, work, and autonomy (Eve, 

2022). 

The destruction wrought by the Martians causes the rapid disintegration of social order. As 

traditional institutions such as government, religion, and military power collapse, individuals are 

forced to adapt to new conditions of survival. The curate’s descent into hysteria highlights how 

deeply ingrained belief systems crumble under the weight of an existential crisis. In contrast, the 
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artilleryman envisions a new societal order built from the remnants of the old: “We must keep up 

our science learn more. We must watch these Martians.” (Wells, 1898, p. 263). These contrasting 

responses—despair and radical adaptation—illustrate how societies in crisis either succumb to 

collapse or reconstruct themselves in novel ways. This aligns with digital humanist perspectives 

on how disruptive technologies dismantle traditional structures, forcing humanity to reconfigure 

its ethical, social, and economic frameworks (Gray, 2022). AI and automation, for example, 

challenge existing labor structures, while digital surveillance raises concerns about privacy and 

governance. The War of the Worlds serves as an early literary exploration of how technological 

upheaval necessitates the reinvention of human systems. 

Despite the near-total domination of the Martians, Wells suggests that humanity’s ability to adapt 

and persist ultimately ensures survival. The eventual downfall of the Martians—succumbing to 

Earth’s bacteria—symbolizes the resilience of organic, adaptive life over rigid technological 

control. This serves as a crucial metaphor for digital humanism, which advocates for maintaining 

human agency in the face of algorithmic governance and machine intelligence. Throughout the 

novel, only the adaptable survive—a direct challenge to the racial hierarchies promoted by 19th-

century Social Darwinists: “It may be that in the larger design of the universe, this invasion from 

Mars is not without its ultimate benefit for men” (Wells, 1898, p. 300). Wells rejects deterministic 

hierarchies, arguing that human survival depends on adaptation, not racial superiority. For 

instance, the Martians’ heat-ray—a symbol of mechanized destruction—mirrors modern anxieties 

about autonomous weapons systems. 

The novel’s ending emphasizes that reclaiming agency does not come through direct technological 

competition but through resilience, learning, and an understanding of human strengths. This 

perspective aligns with contemporary concerns about AI and automation, which some fear may 

render human skills obsolete. Digital humanists argue that rather than competing with machines, 

societies must emphasize uniquely human attributes—such as creativity, ethical reasoning, and 

adaptability—to navigate technological disruption. 

In The War of the Worlds, Wells presents a compelling narrative about how humanity is forced to 

confront its perceived dominance, adapt to a changing world, and reconstruct its identity in 

response to existential technological threats. The novel’s themes resonate strongly with digital 

humanism, which examines how technology reshapes human identity, autonomy, and societal 

structures. 

Ultimately, Wells suggests that while technology can upend civilization, human resilience and 

adaptability ensure that humanity can reclaim its agency. In the modern era, as societies grapple 

with the implications of AI, automation, and digital governance, The War of the Worlds remains a 

vital text for understanding how technological revolutions challenge—but also redefine—what it 

means to be human. 

Conclusion 

H.G. Wells’ The War of the Worlds remains a profound literary exploration of human identity, 

agency, and resilience in the face of overwhelming technological power. This study, framed within 

the principles of digital humanism, has examined how Wells’ novel critiques technological 

dominance and its implications for human existence. By analyzing the representation of Martian 

technology as an extension of imperialist, colonialist, and Social Darwinist ideologies, the research 

has demonstrated how technological advancements serve as both a threat to and a catalyst for 

redefining human identity. The findings reveal that Wells’ narrative anticipates contemporary 
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anxieties surrounding artificial intelligence, automation, and digital surveillance, reinforcing the 

novel’s continued relevance in the modern technological landscape. 

The study’s first objective established that Martian technology in The War of the Worlds functions 

as a metaphor for imperialist and colonial domination, reflecting the late 19th-century anxieties 

about technological superiority and its dehumanizing consequences. This aligns with digital 

humanism’s concerns about the ethical implications of technology, as the novel illustrates the 

dispossession of human agency under an overpowering technological force. By drawing parallels 

between the Martian invasion and European colonialism, Wells critiques the hierarchical structures 

that justify technological subjugation, offering a cautionary perspective on unchecked 

technological advancement. 

The second objective explored the resilience of human identity and agency in the face of 

technological dominance. The study found that, despite the apparent helplessness of humanity 

against the Martians, Wells’ portrayal of survival, adaptation, and intellectual perseverance 

highlights the enduring human spirit. Digital humanism emphasizes the need to maintain human 

autonomy in a world increasingly shaped by artificial intelligence and automation. Wells’ narrative 

reinforces this by demonstrating that human survival is not solely dependent on technological 

superiority but on resilience, ingenuity, and collective adaptation—qualities that remain crucial in 

contemporary debates on human-machine interactions. 

The third objective investigated how technological upheaval forces humanity to reevaluate its 

place in the world, reshape its identity, and reclaim agency through the collapse and reconstruction 

of societal norms. The study found that Wells presents societal breakdown as a moment of 

existential reckoning, where humanity must confront its vulnerabilities and redefine its role in a 

technologically dominant environment. This mirrors current discussions on AI ethics and digital 

colonialism, where societies must critically assess the role of technology in governance, labor, and 

social structures. The eventual downfall of the Martians underscores an important message: despite 

the threats posed by advanced technology, human adaptability and natural systems possess an 

enduring strength that technological determinism often overlooks. 

The implications of this research extend beyond literary analysis. By integrating digital humanism 

with Wells’ critique of technological dominance, this study highlights the ethical considerations 

that remain relevant in the 21st century. As artificial intelligence, automation, and digital 

surveillance continue to evolve, the novel serves as both a historical reflection and a contemporary 

warning about the consequences of technological supremacy. The study also identifies significant 

research gaps, particularly in the application of digital humanism to literary studies and the 

exploration of digital colonialism as a modern counterpart to Wells’ imperialist critique. Future 

research could further examine how literature shapes and informs contemporary discussions on AI 

ethics, governance, and human agency in digital societies. 

Ultimately, The War of the Worlds presents a paradoxical vision of technology: while it has the 

potential to undermine human agency, it also compels humanity to redefine its existence and 

reclaim its place in the world. Wells’ novel underscores the necessity of ethical engagement with 

technological progress, urging societies to ensure that advancements serve humanity rather than 

subjugate it. As AI and automation continue to challenge traditional notions of identity and 

autonomy, Wells’ warning remains as pertinent as ever: technology must be tempered with human 

values, or it risks becoming the very force that dehumanizes those it was meant to empower. 
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