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Abstract

This research explores the intricate relationship between Islamic Tawhid (the
doctrine of Divine Unity) and philosophical Wahdat al-Wujid (Unity of Being)
within the intellectual and spiritual framework of the Indo-Persian Sufi tradition,
with a particular focus on the metaphysical concepts of “Abd al-Qadir Bédil of Delhi.
By examining the interplay between classical Islamic theology, jurisprudence, and
hadith sciences, this study analyzes how Bedil’s mystical poetry both aligns with
and diverges from orthodox Islamic monotheism. The paper adopts a comparative
analytical approach to assess the influence of Persian and Indian metaphysical
thought on Sufi epistemology, highlighting the dynamic tension between rational
theology (ilm al-kalam) and experiential mysticism (fasawwuf). It further
investigates the implications of these conceptual divergences for the understanding
of shari'ah and hagigah, presenting a nuanced critique of pantheistic tendencies
within Sufi hermeneutics.
Keywords: Bedil, Indo-Persian Sufism, Tawhid, Wahdat al-Wujid, Islamic
theology, hadith studies, metaphysics, jurisprudence, tasawwuf, kalam.
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“Bidel transforms Ibn ‘Arabi’s metaphysical unity into a dynamic consciousness
of being — a unity experienced rather than reasoned.”
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“In Bidel, the metaphysics of oneness becomes an inward journey of the heart,
Sfusing Qur’anic tawhid with the Vedantic awareness of non-duality.”
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“Bidel’s metaphysical imagination unites revelation and reason, restoring the
dignity of the inner vision in an age of material blindness.”’*
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