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Abstract

With profound and sagacious insight into the contemporary issues of the Ummah, which is the
prerequisite for an ideal exegete of the Holy Quran, Pir Muhammad Karam Shah (1918-1998)
has no parallel in the entire literature of this genre. This research critically analyzes the
Orientalism and their conspiracies against Islam and the Muslims and showcases the reality
that the orientalism is an ideological movement rooted in anti-Islamic motives, through the lens
of Pir Muhammad Karam Shah Al-Azhari’s scholarly thoughts. Orientalism, often presented
as an academic endeavor to study Eastern cultures and religions, has historically carried a
biased agenda aimed at distorting Islamic teachings and undermining Muslim identity.
Contemporary scholars of the Muslim world tried their level best to elaborate the obnoxious
designs of the orientalists but Pir Muhammad Karam Shah offered a comprehensive intellectual
response to the misrepresentations propagated by Orientalist writers. This study analyzes his
critical evaluation of Orientalist literature and highlights his efforts to defend Islamic beliefs
through scholarly refutations, historical clarifications, and theological reasoning. By exploring
his writings, the research sheds light on his methodology, which blends traditional Islamic
scholarship with contemporary awareness. The study ultimately presents Orientalism as a
deliberate ideological construct and situates Pir Karam Shah’s work as part of a broader
intellectual resistance within the Muslim world.

Keywords: Pir Muhammad Karam Shah, Sagacious Insight, Contemporary Issues of the
Ummah, Orientalism, Traditional Islamic Scholarship, Intellectual Resistance.
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“Orientalism 1is the exaggeration of difference, the
presumption of Western superiority, and the application of
clichéd analytical models for perceiving the Oriental world. As
such, Orientalism is the source of the inaccurate cultural
representations that form the foundations of Western thought

and perception of the Eastern world, specifically in relation to
the Middle East region”. 3
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