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Abstract:

India has been the birthplace of several religions and the cradle of multiple civilizations, most notably
Hinduism, Jainism, Sikhism, and Buddhism. Although during the Prophetic era there is evidence of Indian
merchants and craftsmen traveling to and residing in Arabia for trade purposes, and historical sources also
record traditions of some Companions visiting the region, it was with the arrival of Muhammad bin Qasim that
Sindh officially became part of the Islamic state and remained under Arab influence for a long period.The
scholarly activity in the subcontinent can be gauged from the fact that in Sindh, Mansurah, Multan, and
surrounding areas, both Arabic and Sindhi were spoken, and people were also familiar with other languages.
From the establishment of the Islamic state in the subcontinent began a golden age of various Islamic sciences
and arts, during which Muslim thinkers rendered invaluable services. Just as in other fields such as Qur’anic
sciences, Hadith, Sirah, medicine, and science, the scholars of figh also made significant contributions to the
discipline of Usul al-Figh (principles of Islamic jurisprudence).Scholars of the subcontinent traveled to major
centers of Usul al-Figh learning such as Kufa, Basra, Baghdad, Damascus, and the Hijaz. Some settled there
permanently, while others returned to India to engage in teaching. The compilation of Usul al-Figh began
towards the end of the first century AH and developed over various eras in both prose and poetry, in concise
and detailed forms, through composition and compilation. While works on Usul al-Figh from the earliest
centuries in the subcontinent are largely lost, the later contributions are not only preserved but, with the
patronage of certain rulers, have remained a source of guidance for the Muslim Ummah to this day. The
subcontinent has always been a hub of knowledge and culture, and royal patronage contributed significantly to
its growth—particularly in Usul al-Figh. For example, Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi visited India at the court of
Shihab al-Din Ghauri and settled permanently in Herat. During the Khalji and Tughlaq eras, special attention
was given to figh and Usul al-Figh, Sultan Tughlaq even invited Qadi ‘Adud al-Din from Shiraz. Maulana Irfan
ibn Imran, originally from Khorasan, came to Rampur and studied under Nizam al-Din Suhalvi. Under Sultan
Ala al-Din, Delhi became a center for scholars and jurists. In the time of Babur, Mulla Zayn al-Din Khwani
came to Lahore. During Akbar’s reign, Maulana Abdul Hakim Sialkoti emerged as a leading scholar who
rendered outstanding services to Usul al-Figh. Mulla Jivan, a prominent jurist of the Alamgir eva, authored the
monumental work Nur al-Anwar.In the seventh century AH, most Usul al-Figh works focused on abridging
earlier texts, writing commentaries, glosses, annotations, versifications, producing works on textual
interpretation, linguistic analysis, and both rational and textual argumentation. Works such as Usul al-Bazdawi
by Fakhr al-Islam al-Bazdawi, al-Tangih wal-Tawdih by Sadr al-Shari‘ah, and al-Talwih by al-Taftazani were
well known in Khorasan and Transoxiana before being brought to India, where they were not only incorporated
into the curriculum but also inspired local commentaries. Husami by Husam al-Din, Musallam al-Thubut by
Muhibb Allah Bihari, and Nur al-Anwar by Mulla Jivan have been part of the syllabus for three centuries.
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In this paper, after outlining the contents and subjects of Usul al-Figh, its methodologies, and its sources, a
research-based study will be presented on the services rendered in the subcontinent in this field. The study will
examine the nature of works produced in different eras of the subcontinent—whether they were foundational
texts, commentaries, glosses, or annotations—and will analyze their methodologies, determining whether they
followed the approach of the jurists (fuqaha) or the theologians (mutakallimun), along with the specific topics
they addressed.

Keywords: Usul al-Figh in, Indian Subcontinent, Historical, Thematic, Methodological, Contributions,
interpretation, jurisprudence
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